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A study on Islamic architecture quiddity

Sattar Khaledian *(Corresponding Author)
Assistant Professor Department of Archaeology, Shiraz University of Arts
* E-Mail: S.khaledian@shirazart.ac.ir

Abstract:

Islamic architecture is a recurring term in research on Islamic art and civilization. A wide range of
works made in the Islamic world has been named with this word and scholars have tried to define
and mention its features, in which, there is almost no relationship between Islam as a divine re-
ligion and architecture, and only the characteristics of buildings are mentioned. In this research,
came to light by descriptive-analytical study method based on gathering of information in the li-
brary, after the analyses of the definitions of Islamic architecture, two questions are asked about it:
what it is and when did this form of architecture begin and end. Therefore, based on the inference
from Quranic verses and religious doctrine, Islamic architecture refers to a type of architecture that,
rather than seeking a specific shape and form, should help Muslims to achieve perfection and the
ultimate goal of human creation, which is to worship God. This kind of architecture started at the

same time with the mission of the Holy Prophet “PBUH” and will continue until the end and will not
be limited to a specific region and a specific time.

Keywords: Islam, architecture, Islamic architecture, Muslim architecture.



Recognition of the semantic components the Iranian-Islamic city Alleys;
Case study: Historical context of Sari city

Rasoul Abdi Malek Kalaei
Ph.D Student, Art University of Isfahan, Iran.

Abdolmajid Noortaghani
Assistant Professor, University of Golestan, Iran.

Mahdi Sadvandi *(Corresponding Author)
Assistant Professor, Art University of Isfahan, Iran.
* E-Mail: saedvandi@yahoo.com

Abstract:

In addition to its functional role to provide communication and access to the venue of social and
cultural activities, for a long time, the alley was considered as an important part of urban spaces
in the context of Iranian cities. Many of these social behaviors are based on a set of meanings.
For this research, the alleys of the historical context of Sari city were selected as a physical-cul-
tural case study, because this city has a long history from pre-Islamic to the post-Islamic urban
planning undergoing various changes. This research is based on the exploratory factor analysis
research method which is a branch of correlation research and has been done by the analysis of
covariance matrix method. This research seeks to explore the system of hidden meanings behind
the current behaviors and activities in the alleys of the historical context of this city. In order to
obtain appropriate measurement tools, a number of semi-structured interviews were conducted
with a number of residents and some of the meanings of the alley were extracted from the re-
sults. By observation method, current activities in the alleys were recorded during the research
period and the results were implemented in the objective-content table. The obtained meanings
were completed with documentary sources and then a preliminary questionnaire was prepared
and distributed among the statistical sample and the preliminary results were obtained. Accord-
ing to the results, the questionnaire was edited and the final questionnaire was prepared and
distributed among the statistical population and the final results extracted. The results of the
research show the continuity of tradition and social values derived from Islamic teachings in
combination with Iranian culture in historical contexts. Gaining respect and social approval are
other most important values of living in this place with the pattern of Iranian-Islamic culture. In
the final research model, the role of other effective components in the formation of the network
of alley meanings is shown.

Keywords: Meaning components, meaning regulation, alley, historical context.
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Evaluation and Ranking of Factors Affecting the Perception of

Spirituality Sense in the Interior of Mosques;
Case study: Nasir Al-Molk Mosque - Shiraz

Mohammad Reza Maleki
Phd Student, Department of Architecture, Sanandaj Branch, Islamic Azad University, Sanandaj, Iran.

Qader Bayzidi *(Corresponding Author)
Assistant Professor, Department of Architecture, Sanandaj Branch, Islamic Azad University, Sanandaj, Iran.
* E-Mail: ¢_Bayzidi@yahoo.com

Ali Yoonessi
Assistant Professor, Department of Neuroscience and Addiction Studies, School of Advanced Technologies in
Medicine, Tehran University of Medical Sciences, Tehran, Iran.

Farzin Charehjoo
Assistant Professor, Department of Urban Planning and Design, Sanandaj Branch, Islamic Azad University, Sanandaj, Iran

Abstract:

The design of mosques in the history of Iranian architecture seems to be the Climax of Islamic
art and architecture. The architecture of mosques seeks inspiration of concepts of the divine
world in order to create an atmosphere that connect the material world to the immaterial
world and creates a single spiritual space. In this study, the effect of factors affecting the per-
ception of spirituality in the interior of Nasir Al-Molk Mosque in Shiraz has been investigated.
In this regard, first the parameters that affect the perception of the sense of spirituality are
determined and then 120 questionnaires are collected from architecture and urban planning
students of Shiraz University, the validity and reliability of which has been confirmed by Cron-
bach’s alpha. Then, by modeling the structural equations of partial least squares (PLS-SEM),
it is analyzed to determine the relationship between the parameters on each other. Factors
affecting the perception of spirituality are social, sensory, somatic and environmental factors
that the results show that there is a significant difference in the ranking of indicators. In the

following, the indicators are arranged based on the degree of impact on the perception of spir-

ituality from rank 1 meaning the most impact to rank 15 meaning the least impact. Findings

show that the greatest impact on the perception of spirituality is related to somatic indicators.

Keywords: Architecture, Sense of Spirituality, Nasir Al-Molk Mosque, Structural Equation
Modeling.



Revisiting the Spatial Organization of Neighborhoods in the Iranian

City in Terms of the Tradition of Mortmain
Case Study: Aligholi Agha neighborhood, Isfahan

Mina Kashani Hamedani
PhD candidate in urban development, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamadan, Iran.

Hassan Sajjadzadeh *(Corresponding Author)
Associate professor at the department of urban development, Bu-Ali Sina University, Hamedan, Iran.

* E-Mail: sajadzadeh@basu.ac.ir

Abstract:

mortmain has been existing for a long time in the field of urbanization. It is a multifaceted
phenomenon with various physical, functional, social and economic dimensions. Identifying
the effect of mortmain endowment on the building blocks of Iranian-Islamic cities, especial-
ly through a historical approach, will help to clarify this concept. With its unique historical
neighborhoods, the city of Isfahan which was mainly developed in the Safavid era under the
influence of the idea of the Islamic city and mortmain offers a perfect opportunity for inno-
vative historical research. From among the numerous historical neighborhoods in Isfahan, the
neighborhood of Aligholi Agha was selected as the case of the present study due to the surviv-
al of its mortmain deeds. The hypothesis of this research is the influence of mortmain on the
shape of Aligholi Agha neighborhood. The research seeks to find an answer to the question of
how tradition of mortmain has affected the structure and creation of traditional neighborhood
spaces?. Accordingly, the purpose of this article is to analyze the spatial structure and physical
elements of traditional neighborhoods from the perspective of mortmain tradition and based
on the structuralism approach in Islamic city studies. Accordingly, in the process of traditional
neighborhoods regeneration, a sustainable spatial organization can be achieved by relying on
research findings. For this purpose, the research was conducted through a descriptive-analyti-
cal method, while reviewing the literature of the position of mortmain in Islamic thought and
its impact on the structure of the Islamic city, and using library-documentary as well as field
observations, historical documents and maps, and existing mortmain deeds. Our findings indi-
cate that mortmain has been effective in the formation and further historical development of
Aligholi Agha neighborhood centers in Isfahan and creating public buildings such as mosques,
bath and other public buildings in this neighborhood. Also, due to the doctrinal and social
dimensions of the mortmain tradition, the development and creation of Aligholi Agha neigh-
borhood buildings, has created an interconnected and intertwined structure in the center of
the neighborhood and has created sensitivity and participation of people in preserving and
reviving traditional buildings in this neighborhood.

Keywords: mortmain, neighborhood, Iranian-Islamic city, Aligholi Agha neighborhood, Isfahan.
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Cultural Analysis of Space in In Kurdish Residential Architecture
Case Study: Traditional Houses in Mukrian (The City of Sardasht)

Elham Rashidzadeh *(Corresponding Author)
1Department of Architecture, Sardasht Branch, Islamic Azad University, Sardasht, Iran.
* E-Mail: r.elham@ymail.com

Foad Habibi
2Department of Social Sciences, Sanandaj Branch, Islamic Azad University, Sanandaj, Iran.

Abstract:

Space is one of the most important architectural issue whose form, structure and organization
are directly related to culture. In fact, the aspects and components of culture in the built
environment are appear in the form of space. It can be said that architecture organizes the
social and cultural laws inherent in customs and habits through the language of physical
appearance and space. Therefore, the way of organization, order and type of spaces, in
addition to representing the cultural background and identity of residents, also affects the
social structure of the user of the space. The main purpose of this study is investigateting the
nature of residential architecture in the region of Kurdistan Makri (Mokrian), with emphasis
on the characteristics and features of the architectural space and how it is organized and
arranged from the perspective of culture. To achieve this goal, using a qualitative method of
ethnography, the totality of Kurdish culture is based on more tangible variables that affect
the architectural space (lifestyle, family structure, gender role (status of women), privacy
and the process of social relations) in the relationship with the shape of houses has been
investigated. Architectural data collection (planning, sketching and photography) using the
field method in relation to the shape of traditional houses (urban houses) in Sardasht, located
in northwestern Iran, as a general example and studies of urban housing and verancular
architecture The Kurdish region of Mokrian has been done. Therefore, in order to analyze
the spatial structure, the space layout pattern and their diagram were drawn using Agraph
software. Then, the correlation indices, Relative Asymmetry, Mean depth Cv (control) of the
spaces were analyzed using mathematical relationships of spacetime for each sample. The
general results of the research show that the traditional architecture of Mokrian region is a
combination of introverted and extroverted architecture. In the urban houses of this region,
the issue of privacy has a complex structure due to the specific culture of the Kurds, and most of
the spaces have a public dimension. The status and position of women in the house and family
system in terms of the number of spouses is very important in the way of space organization
that reflects behaviors derived from their culture, local customs and social structure.

Keywords: space, Kurdish culture, house, space syntax, traditional houses(urban houses).



Recognition of the area and elements of Isfahan’s Lonban neighborhood
in the Qajar period

Mahsa Payedar

M.Sc. in Iranian Architecture Studies, Isfahan Art University, Isfahan

" .
Mohsen Afshary (Corresponding Author)

Assistant Professor of Architecture Department ,School of Architecture and Urban Planning, Art University of Isfahan
* E-Mail: m.afshary@aui.ac.ir

Abstract:

Life in the traditional cities of Iran until the end of the Qajar period was organized in the
form of a neighborhood, which suffered a physical and functional rupture following the urban
development of the Pahlavi period. Over time, changing the lifestyle and accelerating its
process caused semantic changes, isolation and destruction of neighborhood structures from
the collective memory of citizens. Since the neighborhood is the bedrock of current life in the
old city and the most important residential scale, it is important to study its structure and key
elements. However, not much research has been done on the structure of neighborhoods
in Isfahan during the Qajar period and in order to identify each neighborhood from the
perspective of architectural history studies. In this regard, Lonban neighborhood, which is one
of the oldest and largest neighborhoods in Isfahan and located in the western part of the
city will be studied in the mentioned period. The purpose of this recognition is to examine
and map the historical background of one of the most important historical cities of Iran. The
present research has been done by historical-interpretive method and using valid written
historical sources. Historical data from which the existence of the neighborhood originated or
was important to local people were compiled and extracted as key components from various
sources, including maps, travelogues, historiographies, etc., and with different perspectives
on the five categories of natural, historical, economic and occupational, demographic, and
physical characteristics were explained. Finally, using the studies and matching with Seyyed
Reza Khan’s map, the area of this neighborhood in the city of Qajar period was redrawn and
the key elements in this neighborhood were identified and their positioning was done. These
studies are not only valuable in terms of urban historiography, but as a structure derived from
human behaviors and activities over a long period of time and in accordance with their natural
environment, it is essential for the process of improving the quality of today’s cities.

Keywords: Recognition, Neighborhood, Lonban, Isfahan, Qajar period.
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