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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

This study aims to critically examine the role of urban space in shaping and sustaining resistance discourse
from an architectural perspective, with particular emphasis on Iran and the broader Islamic world. Beyond
their physical form, urban spaces function as dynamic arenas for social, political, and cultural interaction
and play a pivotal role in the formation and continuity of resistance discourse. Although previous studies
have explored the political, cultural, and social dimensions of this discourse, the specific contribution of
physical and architectural features has received comparatively limited attention. Accordingly, this study
addresses the following central question: How are the physical and spatial features of urban environments
mobilized to articulate and reinforce the objectives of resistance? In this study, resistance is understood
not merely in terms of protest actions, but also in the broader geopolitical context of the Axis of Resistance
and its opposition to domination and colonialism. The study situates this inquiry within the cultural and
historical contexts of Iran and the broader Islamic world, regions characterized by a long history of resistance
to external and internal forms of domination.

Materials and Methods

The paper adopts a qualitative approach and employs critical discourse analysis (CDA) to investigate the
role of urban space in resistance discourse. CDA was selected for its capacity to examine the complex
relationships among space, power, and meaning in urban contexts. Three cases were selected through
purposive sampling: Azadi Square in Tehran, Tahrir Square in Cairo, and the southern suburbs of Beirut.
Data were collected through document analysis, visual content analysis, and field observation. Field
observations were conducted only at Azadi Square, as access to the sites in Cairo and Beirut for direct
observation was not possible; consequently, the analyses of these two cases relied on documentary and
visual data. The analytical procedure followed Fairclough's three-dimensional model and comprised six
steps: compiling the data for each case; describing the physical and symbolic characteristics of each urban
setting; coding the data into three thematic categories (appropriation, representation, and symbolization)
through thematic analysis; interpreting how social and political actors produce and reinterpret spatial
meanings; explaining the findings in relation to power relations and ideology; and conducting a comparative
analysis across the three cases.

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that urban spaces, through their physical and spatial characteristics, play a
significant role in facilitating and reinforcing resistance-related agency. Urban design features, including
scale, accessibility, and physical symbols, can facilitate the organization of social and political action. At
Azadi Square, the expansive circular layout and central tower provide a setting for mass gatherings and
official commemorative events. At Tahrir Square, multiple access routes and the absence of a dominant
central monument facilitated spontaneous and prolonged occupation. In Beirut's southern suburbs,
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the dense urban fabric, narrow alleyways, mosques, and murals contribute to local mobilization and
collective commemoration. Physical and symbolic features of the built environment serve as focal
points for the representation of collective identities associated with resistance. Through appropriation
and reinterpretation by social and political actors, these features acquire new meanings aligned with the
objectives of resistance.

Furthermore, processes of appropriation, representation, and symbolization enable urban spaces to
function as vehicles for communicating resistance-related messages. Murals, slogans, and other forms of
visual representation contribute to transforming the urban environment into a medium for the articulation
and circulation of resistance discourse. The three cases exhibit distinct modes of mobilization:
predominantly formal in Tehran, spontaneous in Cairo, and a combination of formal and spontaneous
forms in Beirut. These findings resonate with Lefebvre’s concept of representational spaces, Foucault’s
notion of heterotopia, and Harvey's formulation of the right to the city.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that architecture and urban space, beyond their physical and functional roles, can
serve as political and cultural instruments through which resistance discourse is articulated, represented,
and sustained. Urban design features, including scale, accessibility, and physical symbols, not only
facilitate collective action but also contribute to the representation and continuity of meanings associated
with resistance. These findings underscore the importance of incorporating the political and discursive
dimensions of space into urban design theory and practice. Architects and urban designers should
recognize that urban spaces are not merely settings for everyday activities; they can also serve as media
through which social and political discourses are expressed, negotiated, and reinforced. This perspective
is particularly relevant to Iran and the broader Islamic world, where resistance has a significant cultural
and historical presence. Future research could extend this comparative framework to other urban contexts
associated with the Axis of Resistance and investigate the role of digital media in shaping and circulating

resistance discourse.
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