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Gender and space examines the relationship between gender identity, social roles, and the physical
environment, focusing on how gender shapes individuals’ experiences, navigation, and interactions within
urban contexts. This study aims to develop a conceptual framework for the theory of gender and space in
urban environments. While the objective is applied, the extraction of key characteristics from the literature
is fundamental, requiring epistemological clarification and systematic analysis of existing studies. A
qualitative approach was employed, using systematic review and thematic analysis with MAXQDA (version
28.13). A total of 167 domestic (1388-1403) and international (2008-2024) sources articles and books
indexed in WOS and Elsevier were selected through judgmental sampling. All sources included at least two
keywords among gender, women, space, urban space, and neighborhoods. The analysis identified 233 sub-
components, which were organized into 23 components and 6 dimensions. The most frequently recurring
dimensions in prior studies were socio-cultural, good governance, gender-related, physical, spatial, and
skill education. These findings provide a structured basis for advancing research on gender and space and
support the practical application of these components to improve the quality of urban environments.
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Extended Abstract:

Gender and space examines the relationship between gender identity, social roles, and the physical
environment, focusing on how gender shapes individuals’ experiences, navigation, and interactions within
urban contexts. Human experiences in cities are influenced not only by physical design and architecture
but also by deeply embedded social norms related to gender. The intersection of gender and urban space
has therefore been constructed and experienced through gendered perspectives. However, the lack of
systematic categorization and the persistence of spatial dualities such as distinctions between male and
female bodies and the division of public and private domains highlight the need for a more structured
conceptual understanding.
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Despite the growing body of research, the field still lacks a comprehensive and operational framework.
This study addresses this gap by systematically re-examining existing literature and developing a coherent
conceptual framework for gender and space in urban environments. It seeks to answer two key questions:
(1) what dimensions, components, and sub-components should define this framework, and (2) how can a
systematically organized framework support its practical application?

The research adopts a qualitative approach, combining systematic review and thematic analysis using
MAXQDA (version 13.28). A total of 167 domestic (1388-1403) and international (2008-2024)
sources—including books, theses, reports, and journal articles indexed in WOS and Elsevier—were
selected through judgmental sampling. The analysis followed a three-stage process: identification of key
concepts, development of the conceptual framework through thematic coding (descriptive, interpretive, and
integrative), and validation through a Delphi panel of 12 urban planning experts.

After reviewing the content of 167 sources, a total of 233 sub-components were identified, which were
compiled into 23 components and 6 new dimensions. The 6 new dimensions compiled include; "socio-
cultural’, "good governance’, "gender’, "physical’, "spatial” and "skills training" dimensions, which cover
the 23 components compiled in the systematic review stage. Also, the 23 components developed include:
"gender typology’, "gender justice’, "biological difference’, "spatial diversity’, "third place’, "lived space
(spatial routine)", "contextual conditions”, "legibility’, "spatial form’, "identity”, "typification of the structure
of society”, "active society", "'meritocracy”, "ideology’, "social norms’, "pattern of gender mobility in space’,
"sexual harassment’, 'right-bearing citizen’, "spatial-social inequalities’, "urban governance’, "urban
governance’, "decision-makers” and "education and training".

The results reveal that, although many studies acknowledge the role of gender in shaping urban spatial
structures and usage patterns, few have proposed a comprehensive and systematic conceptual framework.
This research reduces conceptual fragmentation by offering an integrated analytical model that clarifies the
interrelationships between spatial structures and gendered characteristics.

From a practical perspective, the proposed framework can serve as an analytical and operational tool in
urban planning, design, and management. It supports the integration of gender-sensitive approaches into
policymaking, enables the identification of overlooked dimensions of gendered spatial experience, and
facilitates more equitable and evidence-based interventions. Ultimately, it contributes to enhancing spatial
justice, urban quality, and social inclusivity.

Finally, the study highlights the relative lack of research on the skill education dimension, suggesting that
future studies should place greater emphasis on education and capacity-building—both among the public
and urban professionals—to advance gender-sensitive urban planning.
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1. Gender

2.Women

3. Space

4. Urban Space
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6. Judgmental Sampling
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8.Text Mining
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11.Descriptive Coding
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3. Validity

4. Reliability Engineering
5. Transferability

6. Generalizability

7. Connectivity

8. Credibility

9. Reliability

1. Purposive Sampling

2. Theoretical Saturation
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