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Introduction to the concept of “up” and “down” in the event of
archetype Islamic-Iranian architecture with an emphasis on distinguishing

between the semantic fields of people attitudes
Cases study: Toopkhane square, Laleh Park, shahzade garden, naghsh-e- jahan square

Nasser Barati
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Abstract:

In purposive architecture in the field of environmental interventions, there are many details of
size, shapes, combinations and certain mysteries that distinguish architectural elements, even
in a single society. Reflection in the mysterious urban biological system, originates from the
debate of thought and intuition, reason and love, and knowledge and insight. The present ar-
ticle explores the explanation and revelation of an ancient pattern that has linked many of our
architectural elements throughout history.An archetype with “Up-Down” concepts that has
reflected from the people’s imagery into the in urban architecture space. In the meantime, the
guestion arises that what is the connection between these ideas, behaviors, the value system
and the human living space system, especially in cities? To achieve this, the content analysis
method is used. First, the relationship between the elements is conceived qualitatively and
afterwards, the relation between the phenomena is explained by selecting the study areas and
surveying citizens based on the semantic differentiation method. The results indicate that the
idea of perfectionism and movement towards peak and perfection (up and down) in Iranian
literature and culture has always been present and the association of its meaning in people’s
minds, has led to the formation of a specific spatial arrangement and urban living system.

Keywords: Archetype, Language-Up/Down, Idea, Semantic differential, Islamic-Iranian architecture.
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