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Abstract:

One of the most crucial issues encountering researchers who are concerned with preserving
and perpetuating cultural values in the present era in the field of Iranian-Islamic architecture
and urban planning is the issue of overcoming formal and physical descriptions and gaining a
deep understanding of the nature and essence of the buildings. Since every building is a form
of embodiment of ideas and worldviews of its builders and is additionally a metaphor of their
existence in the world, a correct understanding of the building can enable the reproduction of
historical identity in the present era. The purpose of this study is to analyze the structure of the
tomb of Shah Nematollah Vali based on these assumptions that the ontological implications of
the elements can be explained as meaningful signs of the structure of their interrelationship.
In the present study, the philosophical foundation of research is interpretivism; the research
approach is qualitative, and the analysis method is phenomenological. In analyzing the experience
of space and the relationship between the building and the city, the following three assumptions
were examined: 1. The hierarchy of spatial relations from the urban space to the dome creates a
sense of spirituality in individuals. 2. The presence of four Classic Elements in successive spaces
affects users’ perception of space as a sacred one. 3. The presence of four Classic Elements as
meaningful signs in the space increases the sense of place in pilgrims. To examine the above
assumptions by analyzing the lived experience of people in the building, a questionnaire with 20
questions was prepared and distributed among 85 pilgrims and specialists. Data analysis shows
that the manner and extent of the presence of four Classic Elements in consecutive scenes of
the shrine of Shah Nematollah Vali, has a significant relationship with the perception of mystical
meanings and spiritual journeys in the minds of the people and leads them to experience a

different perceptual quality in each courtyard. And be more prepared to reach the shrine and
pilgrimage at any moment.

Keywords: Persian Architecture, Sacred Place, Phenomenology of Place, Islamic Architecture, Classic
Elements.



