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A Comparative Study of the Physical-Spatial Structures of Qadamgah

Garden in Neyshabur and the Taj Mahal in Delhi
Exploring the Concept and Functions of the Garden-Tomb
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Sabzevar, Razavi Khorasan, Iran.

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction
The Persian garden is a cultural landscape in which nature, architecture, water, vegetation, spatial
organization, and symbolic meanings are integrated. Following the advent of Islam, the garden-tomb
emerged as an important type of Persian-Islamic garden, combining the garden and the tomb through
ritual, spatial, and symbolic functions. Although previous studies have examined Persian gardens,
Iranian garden-tombs, and the transmission of Persian and Timurid garden traditions to Mughal India,
comparative studies based on a common analytical framework remain limited. This study compares
Qadamgah Garden in Neyshabur, Iran, and the Taj Mahal complex in Agra, India, to identify their

similarities and differences and examine patterns of continuity and transformation.

Material and Methods

The study is applied in purpose and descriptive-analytical and comparative in approach. Based on
theoretical and specialized studies of Persian gardens and garden-tombs, four analytical dimensions
were selected: physical-spatial structure, water supply and irrigation systems, planting patterns,
and spatial details and ornamentation. These dimensions were examined using indicators including
geometry and symmetry, spatial hierarchy and topography, the location of the tomb, water distribution
and movement, the functional and visual roles of vegetation, historical development, ancillary spaces,
and architectural ornamentation and inscriptions. Data were obtained from books, scholarly articles,
historical documents, plans, photographs, and previous studies. Field observations were conducted
at Qadamgah Garden, while documentary and historical sources were used to examine the Taj Mahal
complex. The data were organized in comparative tables and interpreted in relation to geographical and

environmental conditions, scale, architectural organization, and historical development.

Results and Discussion

The comparison shows that both complexes share axial organization, spatial hierarchy, the
integration of garden and tomb, geometric order, and the meaningful use of natural and architectural
elements. At Qadamgah Garden, the natural slope strongly influences spatial levels, movement, and

water flow, whereas at the Taj Mahal, a relatively level site is organized through geometric symmetry,

1. Corresponding author, +989121751623 H.soltanifard@hsu.ac.ir https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7419-2805



axial planning, and an elevated platform. Water is important in both complexes, but its dominant
perceptual role differs: the movement and sound of water are more prominent at Qadamgah Garden,
whereas reflection and the visual emphasis on the mausoleum are more pronounced at the Taj
Mahal. Planting in both gardens follows the spatial geometry, but Qadamgah Garden places greater
emphasis on shade, environmental comfort, and seasonal diversity, whereas the Taj Mahal places
greater emphasis on axial views, visual framing, and the relationship between vegetation height
and the mausoleum. Historical interventions at the Taj Mahal also indicate that its current planting
structure does not necessarily correspond exactly to the original design. Concerning spatial details and
ornamentation, both complexes connect the garden, architecture, and religious meaning, while the Taj

Mabhal exhibits a broader and more diverse system of decoration and epigraphy.

Conclusion

The findings indicate that continuity between the two garden-tombs lies not in identical forms
or isolated shared elements, but in broader principles that link the garden, architecture, nature,
movement, and meaning. Their differences reflect adaptation to distinct topographical, environmental,
architectural, and historical contexts. Thus, the Taj Mahal can neither be regarded as an exact
reproduction of an Iranian garden-tomb nor as entirely separate from the Persian-Timurid garden
tradition. The study concludes that selected organizing principles were retained, while their spatial,
visual, and environmental expression was adapted and reinterpreted in the Mughal context.

Keywords
Garden-tomb, Persian garden, Qadamgah, Taj Mahal, Comparative Study.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Houses reflect the culture, values, lifestyles, and social relations of their inhabitants. This study exam-
ines how changes in women'’s social status and lifestyles were reflected in the spatial organization
of selected aristocratic and affluent houses in Iran during the transition from the late Qajar to the early
Pahlavi period. It addresses two questions: How were these changes reflected in domestic spatial
organization? What differences and distinctive patterns emerged across the studied regions, and

what factors shaped them?

The study adopts a historical-interpretive and comparative approach, drawing on historical docu-
ments, published architectural studies, and house plans. The findings suggest that changes in women's
social roles and lifestyles were reflected in entrance sequences, privacy arrangements, gendered spaces,
degrees of introversion, and kitchen locations. However, these transformations were neither uniform nor
simultaneous across regions. Rather, they emerged through the interaction of social and cultural values
with climate, livelihood, class, technology, and modernization. While some houses exhibit simpler en-
trance sequences and more open connections with the exterior, others retain traditional patterns of pri-
vacy and introversion. These findings are limited to the predominantly aristocratic and affluent houses

examined.

Although previous studies have addressed women'’s social positions and Iranian domestic architecture,
comparative research on regional variations during the transition from the late Qajar to the early Pahlavi
period remains limited. This study addresses this gap by examining women'’s changing roles in relation to
broader historical, social, cultural, and environmental transformations, rather than treating them as the sole

or direct cause of architectural change.
Material and methods

The research combines historical interpretation with comparative spatial analysis. Historical documents,
library sources, published studies, and available architectural plans were examined within the temporal and
geographical contexts of the selected cases. Three criteria guided case selection: the reliability and dat-
ability of the documentation; the availability of information on women's lifestyles, social roles, privacy, or

domestic spatial organization; and the comparability of relevant spatial features.

The selected buildings predominantly represent houses associated with officials, prominent families,
and affluent social groups. Accordingly, the findings concern the documented cases and should not be gen-

eralized to residential architecture across all Iranian social classes.

1. Corresponding author, +989113744121 M javidmehr @shahroodut.ac.ir https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3994-4100



Results and discussions

The analysis indicates that changes in women'’s social roles and lifestyles were reflected in several aspects
of domestic spatial organization, particularly entrance hierarchies, privacy arrangements, gendered domains, in-
troversion, and kitchen placement. In some houses, vestibules and corridors became simpler, and connections
with the exterior more open. In others, hierarchical access, spatial separation, and introverted layouts persisted.

Kitchen locations also varied, ranging from separate and concealed spaces to positions closer to everyday living
areas.

Comparisons across regions reveal that these changes occurred at different rates and with varying intensity.
The examined houses in Gilan and Khorramabad suggest greater flexibility between domestic domains, whereas
those in Tabriz, Ardabil, Mazandaran, and other regions indicate the continued presence of privacy and spatial
separation. These differences reflect the interaction of social and cultural norms with livelihood, climate, class
structure, technological developments, and modernization.

The findings therefore suggest a multifactorial relationship between women's changing social positions and
domestic spatial transformations, rather than a direct causal relationship. Spatial arrangements were shaped by

broader regional and historical conditions, which influenced how changing lifestyles were accommodated within
the home.

Conclusion

The study indicates that transformations in women'’s social roles and lifestyles during the transition from
the late Qajar to the early Pahlavi period were reflected in entrance hierarchies, privacy arrangements, gendered
spaces, and degrees of introversion in the examined Iranian houses. However, these changes followed different

trajectories across regions, shaped by the interaction of social, cultural, economic, environmental, and technolog-
ical conditions, as well as modernization processes.

The comparative analysis highlights the importance of examining domestic architecture within its specific
historical and regional context. Women's changing roles constituted one dimension of architectural transforma-
tion, but their influence cannot be isolated from broader social values, class structures, livelihoods, and environ-
mental conditions. Since the cases predominantly represent aristocratic and affluent households, further research
on houses belonging to other social groups is needed to develop a more comprehensive understanding of the
relationship between social change and domestic spatial organization.

Limitations and Suggestions

The predominance of aristocratic and affluent houses, together with variations in the availability and quality
of historical documentation, limits the generalizability and comparability of the findings. Historical sources and
published plans also provide only partial insight into women's lived experiences and the actual use of domes-
tic spaces. Future research could address these limitations by examining houses across different social classes,
conducting fieldwork in preserved or restored buildings, interviewing residents and local experts, and applying
digital methods such as three-dimensional reconstruction and movement-path analysis.

Keywords

Women, Lifestyle, Qajar Period, Early Pahlavi Period, Historical-Interpretive Analysis, Elite Houses.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction
In car-dominated cities, pedestrian-oriented planning is an environmental, social, and economic necessity.
Religious pedestrian routes are distinct, because they are experiential spaces that connect people with
the sacred. The route linking the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Masoumeh (peace be upon her) to the Jamkaran
Mosque in Qom is one of Iran’s most heavily used pilgrimage corridors. Despite its religious importance,
itlacks an integrated planning model adapted to its climatic conditions, management structure, and pilgrim
flows. The corridor functions as an arterial boulevard, and during peak periods such as mid-Sha’ban, much
of its width is used by pilgrims on foot. Previous interventions have been criticised for disrupting the access
hierarchy and the historic urban fabric. Such interventions illustrate how decisions taken for vehicles can
weaken the walking experience of pilgrims.

This study addresses two questions: (1) which causal and contextual factors shape the need for a
religious pedestrian corridor on the Haram-Jamkaran axis? and (2) which physical and managerial

strategies can improve pilgrim experience and route safety?
Material and Methods

The study is an applied, development-oriented qualitative project using grounded theory. It follows
the coding procedures of Strauss & Corbin (1998) and Corbin & Strauss (1990 and 2015). Data were
collected from four stakeholder groups: pilgrims, local residents and business owners, urban managers and
experts, and specialists in architecture, urban planning, and religious tourism.

Participants were selected through purposive-theoretical and snowball sampling. Inclusion criteria were
atleastone year of direct experience using or managing the route, relevant expertise, and willingness to take
part in an in-depth interview. The study draws on 30 semi-structured interviews lasting 45 to 75 minutes
each. Systematic field observation was conducted during ordinary periods and peak periods, including
Friday nights and mid-Sha’ban. Urban plans, statistics, and literature were reviewed for triangulation.

Data were analysed in MAXQDA through open, axial, and selective coding. Axial coding examined

relationships among causal, contextual, intervening conditions, strategies, and consequences.

1. This article is derived from the 1" author’s doctoral dissertation entitled “Developing a Religious Pedestrian Route Planning Model Using a
Grounded Theory Approach (Case Study: The Axis between the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Masoumeh (PBUH) and the Holy Jamkaran Mosque,
Qom)” which is currently being prepared in the Department of Urban Planning, Islamic Azad University, Ayatollah Amoli Branch, under the
supervision of the 2™ author with the advisory support of the 3™ author.

2. Corresponding author, +989121491955 H_kalantari2005 @yahoo.com https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5262-8065



Trustworthiness was addressed through member checking, peer debriefing, and an audit trail. The analysis

moved iteratively between data and emerging categories until each was clearly described.

Results and Discussion

The analysis identified a core category: improving the quality of the religious pedestrian route through
the integration of climate-responsive design, welfare services, and intelligent crowd management. This
core category is interpreted as the central phenomenon linking the other categories.

Climatic and physical conditions. Participants repeatedly identified lack of shade, heat stress, and
unsafe pedestrian-vehicle conflict as basic constraints. Comfort and safety thus depend first on fundamental
physical needs, such as shade and thermal comfort, rather than on decorative improvements.

Crowd and safety. Concerns about congestion, sudden stoppages, and the absence of clear emergency
routes were most prominent at peak times. Crowd risk appears to relate less to total population than to the
absence of mechanisms for managing flow at critical moments.

Welfare services. Hospitality stations (mawakib) were seen both as a valuable resource and as a source
of problems. Distribution and coordination appeared more important than quantity, suggesting that the
core issue is coordination rather than shortage.

Management and information. Participants pointed to the absence of multilingual signage and weak
inter-institutional coordination, linking the route’s physical condition to the institutional arrangements that
govern it.

Cultural meaning. Participants described the route as having symbolic and spiritual value beyond
movement.

Together, these categories indicate that pilgrim experience results from interacting climatic, physical,
service, and managerial conditions. Based on the paradigm model, the study proposes three planning
components: (1) climate-responsive design and physical organisation; (2) pilgrim welfare and service
management; and (3) integrated, technology-supported management. These are presented as a conceptual
framework requiring empirical testing. The study does not claim that the model is complete or universally
applicable. Its strength lies in linking pilgrims’ lived experience with institutional conditions within a single
corridor; its limitation is reliance on one case. Comparisons with other pilgrimage routes are therefore
treated as literature-based discussion until supported by primary data.

Conclusion

This study developed a grounded planning model for the pilgrimage corridor between the Holy Shrine
of Hazrat Masoumeh and the Jamkaran Mosque in Qom. The model identifies climatic and physical design,
welfare services, and integrated management as the main dimensions shaping pilgrim experience and route
safety. Improving such a route requires coordination among urban managers, religious authorities, service
providers, and the community, not physical intervention alone. Planning must therefore treat pilgrims,
residents, and institutions as interdependent actors. It can support safer pilgrimage today.

The study has three limitations. It is restricted to one corridor; its findings depend on interview and
observation data whose sample size, saturation, and documentation must be fully reported; and the model
is conceptual and requires testing through design interventions or quantitative evaluation. Future research
should test the model in other pilgrimage corridors, evaluate the strategies through pilot implementation,
and examine transferability under higher pilgrim densities.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

This study aims to critically examine the role of urban space in shaping and sustaining resistance discourse
from an architectural perspective, with particular emphasis on Iran and the broader Islamic world. Beyond
their physical form, urban spaces function as dynamic arenas for social, political, and cultural interaction
and play a pivotal role in the formation and continuity of resistance discourse. Although previous studies
have explored the political, cultural, and social dimensions of this discourse, the specific contribution of
physical and architectural features has received comparatively limited attention. Accordingly, this study
addresses the following central question: How are the physical and spatial features of urban environments
mobilized to articulate and reinforce the objectives of resistance? In this study, resistance is understood
not merely in terms of protest actions, but also in the broader geopolitical context of the Axis of Resistance
and its opposition to domination and colonialism. The study situates this inquiry within the cultural and
historical contexts of Iran and the broader Islamic world, regions characterized by a long history of resistance
to external and internal forms of domination.

Materials and Methods

The paper adopts a qualitative approach and employs critical discourse analysis (CDA) to investigate the
role of urban space in resistance discourse. CDA was selected for its capacity to examine the complex
relationships among space, power, and meaning in urban contexts. Three cases were selected through
purposive sampling: Azadi Square in Tehran, Tahrir Square in Cairo, and the southern suburbs of Beirut.
Data were collected through document analysis, visual content analysis, and field observation. Field
observations were conducted only at Azadi Square, as access to the sites in Cairo and Beirut for direct
observation was not possible; consequently, the analyses of these two cases relied on documentary and
visual data. The analytical procedure followed Fairclough's three-dimensional model and comprised six
steps: compiling the data for each case; describing the physical and symbolic characteristics of each urban
setting; coding the data into three thematic categories (appropriation, representation, and symbolization)
through thematic analysis; interpreting how social and political actors produce and reinterpret spatial
meanings; explaining the findings in relation to power relations and ideology; and conducting a comparative
analysis across the three cases.

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that urban spaces, through their physical and spatial characteristics, play a
significant role in facilitating and reinforcing resistance-related agency. Urban design features, including
scale, accessibility, and physical symbols, can facilitate the organization of social and political action. At
Azadi Square, the expansive circular layout and central tower provide a setting for mass gatherings and
official commemorative events. At Tahrir Square, multiple access routes and the absence of a dominant
central monument facilitated spontaneous and prolonged occupation. In Beirut's southern suburbs,

1. Corresponding author, +989171107145 M.shahroudi.k@gmail.com https://orcid.org/0000-0003-4071-0851



the dense urban fabric, narrow alleyways, mosques, and murals contribute to local mobilization and
collective commemoration. Physical and symbolic features of the built environment serve as focal
points for the representation of collective identities associated with resistance. Through appropriation
and reinterpretation by social and political actors, these features acquire new meanings aligned with the
objectives of resistance.

Furthermore, processes of appropriation, representation, and symbolization enable urban spaces to
function as vehicles for communicating resistance-related messages. Murals, slogans, and other forms of
visual representation contribute to transforming the urban environment into a medium for the articulation
and circulation of resistance discourse. The three cases exhibit distinct modes of mobilization:
predominantly formal in Tehran, spontaneous in Cairo, and a combination of formal and spontaneous
forms in Beirut. These findings resonate with Lefebvre’s concept of representational spaces, Foucault’s
notion of heterotopia, and Harvey's formulation of the right to the city.

Conclusion

This study demonstrates that architecture and urban space, beyond their physical and functional roles, can
serve as political and cultural instruments through which resistance discourse is articulated, represented,
and sustained. Urban design features, including scale, accessibility, and physical symbols, not only
facilitate collective action but also contribute to the representation and continuity of meanings associated
with resistance. These findings underscore the importance of incorporating the political and discursive
dimensions of space into urban design theory and practice. Architects and urban designers should
recognize that urban spaces are not merely settings for everyday activities; they can also serve as media
through which social and political discourses are expressed, negotiated, and reinforced. This perspective
is particularly relevant to Iran and the broader Islamic world, where resistance has a significant cultural
and historical presence. Future research could extend this comparative framework to other urban contexts
associated with the Axis of Resistance and investigate the role of digital media in shaping and circulating

resistance discourse.

Keywords

Axis of Resistance, spatial appropriation, symbolization, collective memory.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Tehran Grand Bazaar embodies a structural duality: it remains an active economic, social, and
identity-bearing core of the historic center, yet no longer serves as the principal organizing element
of Tehran’s spatial structure. Once the city’s central spine, connecting the Arg, Jameh Mosque,
neighborhoods, city gates, and movement routes, the bazaar has gradually lost part of its structuring
role. This article examines how it evolved from the main axis of the traditional city into an active
historical infrastructure with the potential to support the regeneration of Tehran’s contemporary
historic center.

The study makes three contributions. First, it reinterprets the bazaar in relation to the city’s spatial
armature, including political and religious centers, neighborhoods, city gates, streets, and emerging
urban centralities. Second, it traces the transformation of the bazaar’s role across the Safavid,
Qajar, Pahlavi, and contemporary periods. Third, it identifies the spatial, functional, and identity-
based capacities through which the bazaar can contribute to urban regeneration. The research asks
how the bazaar shaped Tehran's historical spatial structure, how its relationships with major urban
elements changed, and which dimensions of its organizing role have weakened or persisted.

Materials and Methods
This qualitative, explanatory study employs historical-analytical and morphological approaches.

From the Spine of the Traditional City to an Active Historical Infrastructure

Data were collected from library sources, historical documents, and maps, which were analyzed
using consistent spatial, functional, connective, and identity-based indicators across six periods:
Safavid, early Qajar, late Qajar, First Pahlavi, Second Pahlavi, and contemporary Tehran. Historical
maps were treated as analytical evidence rather than merely illustrative material.

The analysis examined the bazaar’s form, location, extent, and spatial relationships with the Arg,

U Jameh Mosque, Sabzeh Meydan, neighborhoods, city gates, the street network, emerging urban
. centers, and administrative and economic nodes. Documentary and cartographic evidence was
A4
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organized within a comparative analytical matrix to identify continuities, ruptures, and changes
in the bazaar’s role within Tehran's spatial organization.

Results and Discussion

The findingsindicate that Tehran Grand Bazaar historically operated as aspatial mechanismlinking
movement, political authority, religious institutions, economic exchange, and neighborhood
life. During the Safavid and Qajar periods, its connections with the Arg, Jameh Mosque, Sabzeh
Meydan, surrounding neighborhoods, and city gates established it as an organizing axis of the
urban center. Its significance therefore extended beyond commerce: it integrated multiple urban
functions within a connected spatial structure.

During the Pahlavi period, street-cutting interventions, the development of a vehicle-oriented
street network, urban expansion, and the emergence of new administrative and commercial
centers redistributed these functions. The bazaar consequently lost part of its former capacity to
organize urban movement and centrality. The principal rupture concerned its relationship with
the city's movement network and the redistribution of central functions beyond the historic core.
Nevertheless, this transformation did not eliminate the bazaar’s structural significance. The
concept of active historical infrastructure captures three enduring capacities. Its spatial capacity
derives from its continued presence in the historic core and its connections with surrounding
streets and urban elements. Its functional capacity rests on sustained commercial activity and
established guild networks. Its identity-based capacity emerges from historical memory and the
lived experience of the city center. Together, these capacities position the bazaar as more than a
preserved historical artifact or an isolated commercial district: it remains an active urban resource
with potential to support regeneration.

Conclusion

The study demonstrates that Tehran Grand Bazaar historically constituted a central component
of the city’s physical and functional armature. Through its linear configuration and subsequent
networked development, it connected religious and political institutions, neighborhoods, city
gates, and movement routes. Its spatial significance arose from the integration of economic,
religious, political, and social functions within a shared urban structure, encompassing commercial
passages (rastehs), arcades (sarays), and covered market complexes (timchehs).

Modern urban transformation, particularly Pahlavi-era street interventions, the expansion of
Tehran, the prioritization of vehicular movement, and the relocation of administrative, commercial,
and service functions, weakened the bazaar’s former organizing role. Its direct connections with
neighborhoods and its dominance over urban centrality diminished, even as its economic activity
and identity-bearing significance persisted.

The bazaar's contemporary role should therefore be understood through redefinition rather
than a return to its former position as the city’s singular organizing axis. As an active historical
infrastructure, it retains the capacity to reinforce Tehran's historic center through the interaction
of spatial continuity, economic vitality, collective memory, and social life. Accordingly,
regeneration strategies should address the bazaar’s connections with the wider movement network,
surrounding public spaces, economic activities, and everyday urban practices. Such an approach
recognizes both historical continuity and contemporary change, treating the bazaar not simply as
amonument to be preserved but as a living urban structure capable of contributing to the future of
Tehran's historic center.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Urban symbols embody meanings that become institutionalized within a society’s culture and are
closely associated with collective identity . Identity encompasses material, biological, cultural, and
psychological indicators that distinguish individuals, groups, communities, and cultures. Urban
identity, as a complex and dynamic concept, requires a multidisciplinary, place-based approach
that considers physical contexts and the perspectives of diverse stakeholders. Integrating these
perspectives provides a framework for analyzing urban identity and informing decision-making
in line with sustainable development principles.

Against this background, this study examines the role of urban symbols in sustaining urban identity,
focusing on Milad Tower in Tehran. It investigates the tower’s contribution to five dimensions
of the city’s identity: physical-spatial, socio-cultural, economic, environmental-ecological,
and political-strategic sustainability. The central research question is: How has Milad Tower
contributed to the formation and sustainability of Tehran’s urban identity across these dimensions,
from the perspective of experts?

The findings aim to support urban planners and administrators in strengthening identity-related
connections and preserving Tehran as a repository of collective memory. They may also inform
urban institutions” efforts to enhance social responsibility, foster meaningful engagement with
citizens, and cultivate a shared urban identity aligned with sustainable development goals.
Material and Methods

The study population comprised managers, experts, and specialists in culture, art, urban planning,
architecture, management, and urban sociology. Using purposive sampling based on expert
judgment, 17 participants were recruited and interviewed in person. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews. Although theoretical saturation was achieved by the tenth interview,
data collection continued until 17 interviews had been completed to obtain a more comprehensive
account of the perspectives and opinions of experts and urban managers regarding the subject
under investigation.

To assess the quality of the interview protocol, criteria of credibility and reliability in qualitative

1. Corresponding author, +989371795404 a.talebpour @alzahra.ac.ir https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1644-6117



research were applied, drawing on Talebpour & Beiranvand (2013). The initial interview protocol
was developed based on the relevant theoretical literature and the study’s objectives. It was
subsequently submitted to several university professors and subject-matter experts for content review
and professional evaluation.

Results and discussion

The findings indicate that Milad Tower has notadequately fulfilledits potential to contribute to Tehran's
urban identity across the five dimensions examined. Physical-spatial dimension. Milad Tower can be
classified as a functional urban landmark that was initially constructed to serve telecommunications
purposes, with a symbolic role subsequently attributed to it. This functional origin appears to have
limited its capacity to serve as a meaningful and identity-forming urban symbol.

Socio-cultural dimension. The tower’s performance has varied over time in response to the
preferences and priorities of successive managers and mayors. Discontinuity in programming, a
lack of coordination among the tower’s various operational units, and high fees for services provided
to tourists and visitors have discouraged public visitation. These factors have also constrained the
development of emotional and cognitive connections between Milad Tower and the wider public,
thereby limiting its capacity to foster a shared sense of urban identity.

Economic dimension. Milad Tower has not fully capitalized on its tourism potential and has been
unsuccessful in generating substantial economic value and attracting investment. Consequently, its
capacity to contribute to the economic dimension of Tehran’s urban identity remains limited.
Environmental-ecological dimension. The tower’s environmental performance has been adversely
affected by its inappropriate siting, insufficient consideration of seismic hazard zoning and fault
lines, disregard for the region’s ecological carrying capacity, degradation of the surrounding hills’
natural environment, destruction of vegetation without adequate replacement, and increased pressure
on regional water resources. The study also identifies increased urban air pollution as a concern.
Collectively, these factors indicate that Milad Tower has not made a positive contribution to the
environmental-ecological sustainability of Tehran's urban identity.

Political-strategic dimension. The findings point to the tower’s limited influence on the political-
strategic dimension of Tehran’s urban identity. This limitation is associated with its limited
involvement in activities with political and diplomatic significance, including election-related events,
regional, national, and international political and diplomatic meetings, and the hosting of prominent
domestic and international political figures.

Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that Milad Tower, despite its status as a prominent symbol of Tehran, has
not played a sufficiently significant role in sustaining the city’s urban identity . From the perspective of
urban experts, ineffective management and inadequate promotional strategies have undermined the
tower’s potential to function as an identity-forming symbol. Addressing these shortcomings requires
more effective management practices, more coherent programming and promotion, and greater efforts
to cultivate a sense of belonging and attachment to the tower among Tehran's residents. In addition,
strengthening the tower's engagement with activities of political and diplomatic significance could
enhance its contribution to the political-strategic dimension of the city’s identity. Overall, realizing
Milad Tower’s potential as an urban symbol requires an integrated approach that addresses its physical -
spatial, socio-cultural, economic, environmental-ecological, and political-strategic dimensions.
Keywords

Urban Symbol, Ecological Sustainability, Thematic Analysis, Milad Tower.
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