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Introduction

The visual character of contemporary Iranian cities has increasingly been affected by visual
fragmentation, environmental disturbances, and a weakening relationship with historically
rooted cultural and religious values. In this context, regulating urban facades presents a persistent
challenge, particularly where individual property rights intersect with collective interests, public
rights, and the visual quality of urban space. While contemporary urban design regulations provide
aesthetic and technical criteria for facade control, Islamic jurisprudence (Figh) offers an important
yet underutilized normative framework for interpreting the relationship between individual
actions and collective spatial rights.

Despite the potential relevance of jurisprudential principles to the regulation of the built
environment, their application to contemporary urban design has remained largely conceptual.
A significant gap therefore exists between abstract jurisprudential principles and operational
criteria capable of informing the evaluation and management of urban space. This study seeks to
address this gap by translating selected principles of Shi'a jurisprudence into physical and spatial
indicators applicable to urban facade assessment.

The research focuses on Eram Street in Qom, an important historical and pilgrimage-oriented
urban axis located in the vicinity of the Shrine of Hazrat Masoumeh (PBUH). The principal
research question is: To what extent do the existing facades along Eram Street conform to physical
and spatial criteria derived from selected principles of Shi'a jurisprudence? More broadly, the
study explores how Islamic jurisprudential principles can contribute to resolving contemporary
conflicts between private architectural interventions and collective rights to a safe, coherent, and

contextually appropriate urban landscape.

Materials and Methods

This applied study adopts a qualitative, descriptive-analytical, and evaluative methodology,
combining jurisprudential content analysis with empirical field assessment. The research was
conducted in three stages.

First, relevant principles were identified through the review and content analysis of Shi'a
jurisprudential sources. Particular attention was given to the principles of La Darar wa La Dirar

(prohibition of harm), Taslit (legitimate authority over property), Tasbib (liability arising from
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indirect causation), and Itlaf (liability for destruction or damage). These abstract principles were
subsequently interpreted in relation to the physical and spatial consequences of architectural
interventions and translated into observable indicators concerning safety, prevention of harm,
protection of public and private rights, and responsibility for the consequences of construction and
design decisions.

Based on this process, a two-layer analytical framework was developed. The first layer consists
of “indicator-generating principles,” through which jurisprudential concepts are translated into
assessable physical criteria. The second comprises ‘regulatory principles” including concepts
such as Nafy al- Sabil and Maslahah, which guide the interpretation and prioritization of collective
interests, public welfare, authenticity, and visual identity where conflicts arise between individual
and collective rights.

In the empirical stage, Eram Street was examined through systematic field observation and
photographic documentation. The selected facades were assessed using a structured observation
checklist derived from the identified jurisprudential indicators. The findings were subsequently
organized within a compliance matrix to evaluate the degree of correspondence between the

physical characteristics of facades and the criteria derived from jurisprudential principles.

Results and Discussion

The findings demonstrate that selected jurisprudential principles can be meaningfully translated into
criteria for evaluating urban facades and their relationship with the surrounding public realm. They
also indicate that these principles should not be interpreted independently; rather, they operate within a
relational framework that balances individual rights with collective interests.

The assessment of Eram Street reveals several inconsistencies between private facade interventions and
the broader requirements of the urban environment. In a number of cases, individual design decisions
have been implemented without sufficient consideration of their cumulative effects on public space,
adjacent properties, pedestrian movement, visual coherence, and environmental comfort. These
conditions demonstrate the limitations of approaches that treat facades primarily as isolated architectural
objects rather than as components of a shared urban landscape.

The principle of Taslit, when understood as the owner's authority over private property, cannot constitute
an independent basis for facade regulation. Its application requires qualification through principles
concerned with preventing harm and recognizing responsibility for the consequences of individual
actions. In this respect, La Darar, Tasbib, and Itlaf provide complementary perspectives through which
both direct and indirect impacts on neighboring properties and public space can be evaluated.
The results further suggest that physical characteristics such as inappropriate material selection,
excessive reflectivity, inadequate construction details, obstruction of public movement, and visual
incompatibility with the surrounding context may be interpreted not merely as aesthetic deficiencies
but as issues involving harm, responsibility, and the protection of public rights. Conversely, some
older and contextually responsive buildings along the axis demonstrate characteristics more
compatible with principles of environmental moderation, privacy, and contextual continuity.
Overall, the findings indicate that current challenges affecting the visual quality of the study area
cannot be adequately addressed through conventional aesthetic regulations alone. They point
instead to the need for an integrated evaluative framework that connects physical design decisions
with broader ethical and legal considerations concerning harm, responsibility, public rights, and
collective welfare. The proposed compliance matrix provides a mechanism for establishing such a
relationship and for incorporating jurisprudential reasoning into the assessment of contemporary
urban facades.
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Conclusion

This study demonstrates the potential of Shi'ajurisprudential principles to contribute to an alternative
and complementary framework for the assessment and regulation of contemporary urban facades.
Rather than treating Figh merely as a body of abstract moral prescriptions, the research shows that
selected jurisprudential principles can be operationalized as criteria for evaluating the physical

consequences of architectural interventions within a shared urban environment.

The case of Eram Street indicates that conflicts between private facade development and collective
urban interests remain insufficiently addressed when regulatory processes lack an integrated
framework for evaluating public rights, potential harm, and the wider consequences of individual
design decisions. The proposed jurisprudential compliance matrix offers a preliminary tool for

bridging this gap by linking abstract legal principles with observable spatial and physical indicators.

Accordingly, the study recommends moving beyond purely aesthetic approaches to facade control
towards a more comprehensive legal-spatial framework. The establishment of a specialized
advisory body on “Figh and Urban Landscape” within relevant municipal institutions could facilitate
the interpretation of jurisprudential principles in relation to contemporary urban challenges. Such
an approach would enable facade design to be evaluated not only in terms of visual appearance but
also with regard to safety, responsibility, public rights, contextual coherence, and the collective

quality of urban space.
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