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1. Space

2. Place Identity

3. Collective Behaviour

4. Business Centers, Commerical Centers, Trading Centers
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6. Place identification

7. Identity of place

8. integrating concept

9. Commitment

10. Belonging

11. Place attachment

12. Place — Self congruity

13. Environmental fit

14. urban life cellule

15. social capital

16. Super Store

17. Arcade

18. Mall

19. Regional

20. Regional Super

21. Drivers

22. Survey

23. Surprised
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Abstract:

Throughout history, markets have played a major undeniable role in shaping the cultural, national
and native identity in Iranian-Islamic cities, so that the urban life is closely associated with the mar-
ket. However, given recent changes in market dynamics and the emergence of modern supersized
malls, serious concerns are being raised about the impact of these spaces on local identities. That
said, the main purpose of this research is to investigate the influence of construction and activity
of large-scale shopping centers on the collective identity in general and neighborhood identity in
particular. The authors’ primary assumption is that neighborhood (as a level of place identity) is a
variable influenced by urban textures and is weakened by elements such as megamalls. Atlas Mall
project (under construction) in the Niavaran district was chosen as a case study to investigate this
hypothesis. A futurological approach was adopted in the research with a combination of quantita-
tive and qualitative methods. The current status of neighborhood identity was measured by a sur-
vey with a sample of 300 respondents who were the residents of three (immediate) surrounding
neighborhoods. Referring to academic expertise, referring to informants and local experts, and also
the studies on the impact of three operating shopping centers (Tirazheh, Arg and Kourosh) were
used to predict the potential effects of Atlas Mall on the residents’ neighborhood identity. The find-
ings show that the neighborhood identity in the three neighborhoods is strong (above average) and
the impact of Atlas Mall on the residents’ identity is associated with (and under the influence of) six
other key drivers: consumerism, the presense of foreign brands, modern architecture, traffic and
transportation, crowdedness, and the price of real properties. It can be predicted that the impact
of Atlas Mall on neighborhood identity will be gradual, so some planning and policy-making efforts
can be done, before and after its inauguration, by urban managers or the project managers in order
to reduce the impacts.

Keywords: Market, Large-scale Shopping Centers, Mega Mall, Neighborhood Identity, Place Identity,
Atlas Mall.



